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many others like him. Some persons who had served terms of im-
prisonment for theft or murder had also joined the strike. All of
them, however, had only one thought in their minds, that the
pledge they had taken had to be honoured even at the cost of
their lives. All of them were brave people. I want you to be
equally brave. I ask you, once again, not to look to the Con-
gress or depend upon it. God has given us teeth and He is sure to
provide us food. This land of Bengal is so very fertile. You have
abundant rains here. Nature is all smiles upon you. Why should
people here at all die of hunger? How can people here be anyone's
slaves? They should be completely free. If they so choose they
can, this very day, win freedom for the whole of the country* I
feel ashamed to think that, when there is famine in Khulna, they
should approach merchants in Bombay for money and that the
Khulna people can be fed only if the money is forthcoming.

Let us think what needs to be done now. Either all of you go
back to your villages and find out for yourselves some means of
livelihood, or you set up some sort of a corporation of your own.
If you wish to go back to your villages, the Congress Committee
should pay you the fare for the journey. I would, however, advise
you to set up a corporation. As one fighting for swaraj, I would
ask you to card, spin and weave. After a month of training, you
will earn from this work one rupee daily. The greater your skill
the more you will earn. By taking up this work, you will also be
serving the nation* Your family members will then cease to be
liabilities since they too can lend a hand in this work. Moreover,
your courage will have an effect on public opinion and those who
have deserted you may again join you. This will of course need
determination. Our forefathers laid great stress on honouring
one's pledge. Dasharatha said that the tradition of Raghu's
descendants enjoined them not to break a pledge, even if that
meant losing one's life.

Many of you have returned to work with the Railway; they
are ignorant, weak men. You should not abuse them; nor should
you employ force to compel them to give up their jobs again. That
will not be right for you. If you refuse to go back on your pledge,
silently keep up the strike and earn your bread by spinning and
weaving; if you live a godly life, they will themselves feel asham-
ed; public opinion will mate them feel so.

[From Gujarati]
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